WINCHESTER

Bishop entered the Minster on his appointment, accompanied
by a monk carrying an armful of Benedictine cowls. The
secular canons were then asked to choose between assuming
the monastic habit and abandoning their wives, or leaving the
Minster, their stalls being filled by monks from Faringdon.

After the wars caused by Ethelred's massacre of the Danes
on St. Brice's Day, Canute made Winchester his capital,
London refusing to acknowledge him as King. The Danish
King gave generously to the Minster, where he is buried, while
his wife Emma lived after his death in the Nunnaminster.
The Tudor house called God Begot is on the site of her
manor which she bequeathed to the Minster. Though
Edward the Confessor preferred Westminster, William the
Conqueror recognised the importance of Winchester by his
second and more ceremonial crowning there in 1068. Its situ-
ation en route for Normandy and close to the New Forest
made it his favourite residence. Every Easter he c wore his
crown' at Winchester, where he built a strong castle to the
west of the city and set up his Mint and his Treasury, Here
the Doomsday Survey was compiled and here the curfew was
first rung by William's orders. Outside the walls of Winchester
in 1075 Waltheof, last of the Saxon Earls, was executed. The
executioner, anxious lest there should be a riot, cut short his
prayer, but the spectators heard the severed head conclude it
with * Libera nos a malo 9.

^Meantime the Norman Bishop Walkelin had begun the
rebuilding of the Cathedral, which was completed in 1093
when the monks came in procession from the old minster to
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